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FEBRUARY 1956 


Why the Name? 


You may, if you like, regard the name of this 
bulletin as derived from the name of the organi- 
zation behind it: the Baptist World Alliance. 

You may, if you wish, consider it on its own 
merits. It calls up a vision of a fellowship not 
limited to certain countries or continents, but 
spread in a hundred lands, universal in its scope. 
There is a Baptist “world” of 21,000,000 people 
within the two thousand million inhabitants of the 
globe. For corresponding reasons the quarterly 
published by the World Presbyterian Alliance is 
called The Presbyterian World. 

You may also, if you so desire, think of our 
name as a memorial to that Kentucky weekly, 
long since defunct, which did more than any other 
Baptist periodical to bring about the first Baptist 
world congress half a century ago. Though not 
the first Baptist editor to plead for such a meet- 
ing, Dr. J. N. Prestridge was the man who aroused 
Baptist world opinion through his paper and 
through his persistent and persuasive correspond- 
ence with leading Baptists in many lands. His 
deep and abiding concern for the creation of a 
Baptist world consciousness found expression in 
the significant step he took in changing the name 
of his paper: The Baptist Argus became The 
Baptist World. 

But surely you will be interested to know that 
the name of this publication was adopted at a 
meeting of the BWA Executive Committee in Lon- 
don in 1920! A subcommittee on literature and 
publicity had been appointed, and among its rec- 
ommendations was this: 

“That a monthly periodical be established, to 
be named Tue Baptist Wortp, to be published 
in America. . .” 

This recommendation was unanimously adopted 
by the Executive Committee, with an addition: 
Washington was recommended as the place for 
publication! 

This happened thirty-six years ago. 
not always move fast, but we do move. 


A.T.O. 


We may 


Twenty-Five Years at the “Crossroads” 


Hewn in stone on the outside wall of the build- 
ing of the Third Baptist Church of St. Louis, 
Missouri, one can read the title of a familiar 
hymn: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life.” 
On the title page of a book published in 1950 
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by Greenberg, New York, giving the story of the 
church, one can read the same words, character- 
istic of the work extend- 
ing from this downtown 
powerhouse of Christian 
activity. 

In January Third 
Church celebrated the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the ministry of the beloved 
leader of this battalion of 
6,000 members at work at 
the crossroads of America, 
Dr. C. Oscar Johnson. It 
was fitting that the main 
speaker for the event hon- 
oring Dr. and Mrs. Johnson should be Dr. Theo- 
dore F. Adams, the president of the Baptist 
World Alliance. 

For Oscar Johnson, this Greatheart of our fel- 
lowship, took the helm of the Alliance at a critical 
time in its history, and served as its president 
from 1947 to 1950. The present debt-free home 
of the Alliance here in Washington we owe to 
his vigorous efforts. His career is by no means 
at an end. During June-September of this year 
he plans, God willing, to make an extended tour 
of Australia, preaching the gospel and bringing 
greetings from the wider Baptist fellowship to our 
friends “down under.” God be with him. 

A.T.O. 





The Alliance and the Refugees 


On a quiet September morning, 1939, the dis- 
aster of war struck the world. News of refugees 
was soon followed by refugees themselves. Cities, 
towns, and homes were devoured, leaving many 
millions of people destitute. Invading and re- 
treating armies forced other millions from their 
homes and countries. The world began to hear 
of “displaced persons.” 

From the very first days of this holocaust, Bap- 
tists everywhere showed concern, but very little 
could be done during the war years. At the BWA 
Congress in 1947, refugees of different nationali- 
ties told their story. A spontaneous collection of 
clothing and money was taken in Copenhagen by 
the Baptists assembled there, and all went home 
from the Congress determined to enlist the 
churches in direct aid to war victims. The 7th 
BWA Congress appointed a relief committee to 








administer the funds and direct relief efforts. 

Three years later, the BWA Relief Committee 
was able to report to the Cleveland Congress that 
some 9,000 refugees had been assisted to resettle, 
of whom 6,592 had assurances from Baptists of 
the U.S.A., and 1,067 had already arrived. More 
than $9,000,000 worth of food, clothing and med- 
ical supplies were sent to Europe from the Bap- 
tists of the world. This united Baptist action 
saved many human beings, but the refugee prob- 
lem was far from solved. The relief committee 
was reelected and plans were made for assist- 
ance to other refugee groups. 

At the Jubilee Congress last year, Dr. W. O. 
Lewis said there never have been so many refugees 
as there are now, and never have Baptists done 
so much to help refugees as they have since the 
last war. 

The Relief Committee reported at London that 
some 10,000 refugees from the war-devastated 
countries had been resettled, mainly in the United 
States and Canada. Food and clothing shipments 
had continued to go to refugees in Europe and 
Korea. A well-equipped old people’s home had 
been established in Munich, Germany, for dis- 
abled Baptist refugees. Many handicapped refu- 
gees had been brought to the United States, or 
sent to other countries, to find new homes. 

Again the Alliance authorized the committee to 
continue the work of assisting refugees. 

The Congress of the United States enacted a 
Refugee Relief Act in 1953 which made it pos- 
sible for some 214,000 refugees and orphans to 
enter the United States. The BWA Relief Com- 
mittee is one among other agencies recognized by 
the U.S. government for resettlement of refugees. 
Assurances for 1,166 of these have been processed 
by the committee. These assurances were given 
by individuals and churches of the American and 
Southern Baptist Conventions, North American 
General Baptist Conference (formerly German) 
and the Baptist General Conference of America 
(formerly Swedish). These assurances cover ref- 
ugees from Europe, Israel and Jordan, and the Far 
East. Some 372 already have arrived. Assur- 
ances continue to come in. 

It is more than sixteen years since the first 
flood of refugees immediately after the sixth BWA 

Congress closed in Atlan- 
ta. We have no peace 
yet but we have many mil- 
lions of refugees in Eu- 
rope, in the Near East and 
the Far East. They all 
need food, clothing, shel- 
ter and homes. Govern- 
ments cannot give the help 
they need. It is the re- 
sponsibility of Christians. 
Apo.r KLaupPiks, 

Director, BWA Relief 
Committee. 
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The Baptist Times Changes Editor 


The official organ of British Baptists will pas 
into new editorial hands by July 1. The presey 
editor, Dr. F. Townley Lord, has for many year 
carried the double burden of being both editor of 
this highly esteemed Bap- ... 
tist weekly, and the pas- | 
tor of Bloomsbury Central 
Baptist Church in down- 
town London. No wonder 
he has asked to be re- 
leased from the editorial 
chair! 

The honored past presi- § 
dent of the Alliance hasa © 
rare command of beauti- 
ful English, whether he 
stands up to preach or sits 
down to write. His style 
is characterized by a limpid simplicity and a 
musical cadence which lend it an unusual charm, 

Dr. Lord’s successor as editor is the Rev. W. W. 
Bottoms, general superintendent of the Central 
Area of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and 
Treland. 

A.T.0. 


Three Major BWA Events in 1955 
European Baptist Student Conference 


This conference to be held at Zurich, Switzer. 
land, July 24-August 1, will be limited to 100. 
At least 75 places will be reserved for European 
students, with the remainder for young Baptists 
from other parts of the world, but if the demand 
from Europe is great enough, all 100 places will 
be reserved for Europeans. This means that any 
persons from outside Europe who wish to attend 
should make their reservations now. The writer 
had the privilege of attending the first such meet- 
ing in 1952 and considers it one of the most in- 
teresting and informing meetings of his experience. 

Reservations for the European Baptist Student 
Conference should be sent direct to Dr. J. D. 
Hughey, Baptist Theological Seminary, Rusch- 
likon/Zurich, Switzerland. In handling local ar. 
rangements, Dr Hughey is being assisted by Dr. 
Joel Sorenson of Stockholm, BWA Youth Com: 
mittee chairman. No deadline for reservations 
has been announced, but for so significant a con- 
ference, reservations should be forwarded to 
Zurich immediately. 


Asiatic Baptist Youth Conference 


For a number of years there have been requests 
and suggestions for a Baptist youth conference 
for Asia. These dreams are being realized this 
year. The meeting will be held in Hong Kong 
August 27-September 2. Akiko Endo Matsumura 
of Tokyo is chairman of the committee at work 
on program and local arrangements. The men: 
bers of her committee are Willie Wickramasinghe, 








Ceylon; Saw Clifford, Burma; and Franklin Liu, 
Hong Kong. In addition to these, many others 
€sent F sre helping with various phases of the conference. 
yearsf 4 full list of these may be published later. 
orof{f Although the attendance for this first Asiatic 
Conference will not be strictly limited to a given 
number, it is understood that it is for young 
Asians. Any who are interested in attending from 
other parts of the world should write the secre- 
tary of the Youth Committee, 1628 Sixteenth 
Street, N. W., Washington 9, D. C., indicating such 
interest. 

President Theodore F. Adams and Youth Secre- 
tary Robert S. Denny plan to attend the confer- 
ence in Hong Kong. All reservations from the 
Asiatic area should be sent direct to Mrs. Shuichi 
Matsumura, 1] Kamiyama-cho, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, 
Japan, as soon as possible. 


Pass 








Round-the-W orld Tour by Adams and Denny 


rm. 
Ww. Leaving New York in mid-July, President Adams 


tral | and Secretary Denny expect to visit Baptist groups 


and} around the world this year. The itinerary will 
include the Asiatic Youth Conference in iaie Au- 
). | gust, but further details of the trip are to be de- 
termined. It is hoped that stops can be made in 
Portugal, Spain, Italy, Lebanon, India, Malaya, 
the Philippines, Japan, Korea, Formosa and the 
Territory of Hawaii as well as Hong Kong. Bap- 
er- | tist leaders in cities where stops are likely to be 
00.f made will be consulted well in advance of the 
anf visit. 
sts} This tour is designed to give something of a 
nd} panoramic view of the world to two of the new 
ill} BWA officers. Subsequent trips will provide for 
ny} detailed study and fellowship in the various coun- 
nd} tries. 
fer R.S.D. 


Dr. W. O. Lewis 


re, General secretary of the Alliance 1939-40 and 
mt} associate secretary in London and director of 
D.{ relief activities in Europe from 1948 until his 
h-} recent retirement left London for Switzerland in 
t-| October. The Baptist Theological Seminary at 
rt.) Ruschlikon/Zurich had invited him to spend some 
n-| months there lecturing to the students and work- 
3} ing on his Hubmaier book. In Switzerland Dr. 
| Lewis was taken ill, and had to undergo a serious 
| operation on December 12. 
He was out of the hos- 

| pital by Christmas Day 
and has since continued 
on the road to complete 
recovery. He writes that 
in the early spring he ex- | 
pects to go to London | _ 
in order to pack his books (af 
and other possessions. He 
hopes to reach the United 
States some time in April. 


A.T.O. 








Africa 
British Missionary to Congo Memorialized 


William Holman Bentley, who was born in 1855 
and who died in 1905, gave twenty-five years of 
his life to the Belgian Congo. The centenary 
of his birth and the Jubilee of his death were 
celebrated in the Congo in late October last year, 
at Kibentele, which means “Bentley’s place.” 


A Baptist minister’s son, young Bentley was 
educated in several towns in England. He moved 
to London when he was eighteen, and a year later 
was baptized and joined the church. His enthus- 
iasm for evangelism led him to organize groups 
of young men to distribute tracts among tourists 
and visit the public houses on Sunday evenings. 
With the ambition to preach the gospel in Russia 
he studied the Russian language and mapped out 
in detail a route into Central Asia. 

The Baptist Missionary Society was recruiting 
missionaries for Central Africa. Bentley was ap- 
proached by a deacon of his church, and he soon 
became a candidate. 

As a missionary the most formidable problem 
Bentley faced was that of discovering a way from 
the coast to Stanleypool where the river Congo 
became navigable, and from where journeys of a 
thousand miles or more could be made to the 
villages in the interior. Bentley and an associate 
marched through the tropical forest for twenty- 
one days and found the route. 

In 1888 Bentley settled at Ngombe Lutete, set 
to work on the Kikongo language, reduced it to 
writing for the first time, prepared a dictionary 
and grammar which are still standard works, and 
translated all of the New Testament and part of 
the Old Testament into Kikongo. Later he wrote 
Pioneering on the Congo, which made a distinct 
contribution to geography, geology, anthropology 
and religion. 


During his life at Ngombe Lutete, he baptized 
1,200 persons, and he saw the Christian gospel 
transform that area of Africa. His death occurred 
in London, soon after the first Baptist world Con- 
gress, 1905, where he was a member of the com- 
mittee that drafted the BWA constitution. 


At Kibentele a full-scale celebration took place 
in honor of the pioneer missionary who is still 
remembered by some of the older residents. A 
play depicted the various episodes of his life. 
Africans and Europeans alike witnessed it. At the 
last a feast was given for the boys and girls of 
the mission station. A kindly Belgian farmer 
donated a quarter of a big bullock for the feast, 
saying, “I want you to have it to honor the memory 
of Mfumu Bentley, who is still loved here!” 








Strong Churches 


A Southern Baptist missionary, John E. Mills, 
writes in The Commission concerning “our dis- 
tinct Baptist contribution”: 

“Baptists as no others are seeking to establish 
strong, self-supporting local churches. This we 
believe is basic to Jesus’ plan for winning our 
world. 

“Let me tell you about one of our best churches. 
It is located in Jos, up in Northern Nigeria. The 
church was not started by missionaries. Yoruba 
Christians, who went to Jos to trade, started it. 
They have maintained it from the beginning with 
little or no missionary help. They have many 
things of which they can be proud—the largest 
Sunday school and Training Union in the country, 
a well-organized Woman’s Missionary Union, and 
a program of mission work among the natives of 
the north. But I especially want to tell about the 
prayer meeting. It is held at five o’clock in the 
morning. The one time I visited it they were dis- 
turbed about the attendance; there were only 
about five hundred present.” 


The Ogbomosho, Nigeria, Baptist Association 
sponsored a simultaneous evangelistic campaign 
in which 45 churches and preaching stations par- 
ticipated, with 888 persons professing faith in 
Christ, 38 of them Moslems. This British Crown 
Colony of West Africa has been a mission field of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
U.S.A., since 1850. 


Asia 


Door to India Not Closed to British 


Associate Secretary W. C. Eadie of the Baptist 
Missionary Society, London, made an official state- 
ment in a recent issue of the Society’s monthly 
magazine, Missionary Herald, about the restric- 
tions imposed upon the entry of missionaries to 
India, and upon their work in India. In part, he 
said: 

“The Prime Minister of India, Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, has stated quite clearly that there is no 
objection to the work of missions as such, that 
any restrictions that have been imposed have been 
necessary for political reasons, and he has quoted 
instances which are considered by the Indian Gov- 
ernment to have justified any measures taken. 
There is no doubt about the strength of anti- 
missionary propaganda in some quarters, and mis- 
sionaries from some non-Commonwealth countries 
have not been getting, as freely as before, the 
passport visas necessary before entry to India is 
possible.” 

Dr. Eadie states that missionaries from Com- 


[4] 


monwealth countries require no visas, but under 
new regulations their passports must have “special 
endorsement” which “will be given automatically, 
without reference to India, except in the case of 
anyone who might be wanting to go out to open, 
new station.” 

The Baptist Church Unions and Councils, op. 
erating largely through Indian Christian leader. 
ship at this stage of development, has asked the 
BMS that “there be no lessening of contributions 
in personnel and gifts.” 

BMS missionaries now serve in India, Ceylon, 
Pakistan, Jamaica, Trinidad, Belgian Congo, An. 
gola, Malaya, Brazil, and Hong Kong. 


Billy Graham Holds Meetings in India 


In his six-week India crusade, Billy Graham 
cancelled the first scheduled meeting because of 
widespread rioting in Bombay. He addressed 
2,000 religious leaders there at a three-hour meet- 
ing before leaving for Madras. He also visited 
some of the disturbed areas and held a news con- 
ference. He was visiting India, he said, at the 
invitation of Indian Christians, not of missionaries 
or Europeans. The rioting was believed to have 
been touched off by plans of Prime Minister Nehru 
to carve Bombay state into three new linguistic 
units. 

More than 180,000 Christians, Hindus, and Mos. 
lems attended the six revival meetings in the 
stadium of Doveton-Corrie College at Madras. In 
his sermons Billy Graham commended “service to 
the Christian cause as the sure way of creating 
and maintaining universal peace.” More than 
5,000 ministers and church workers attended each 
of his gatherings for clergymen each morning. 


Mob Destroys Baptist School in Jordan 


Dr. August Lovegren of the Southern Baptist 
Hospital at Ajloun, Jordan, is credited with hav- 
ing saved the hospital January 12 when a mob of 
rioters ransacked the buildings on the compound, 
destroyed furniture and laboratory equipment, and 
damaged the dormitory, dispensary, and school. 

A patient in the hospital at the time was Dr. 
Lovegren’s father, 67-year-old Dr. Levi A. Love- 
gren, a member of the Conservative Baptist For- 
eign Mission Society staff recently released by the 
Communists after five years in prison in China. 
The elder Dr. Lovegren and Mrs. Lovegren were 
taken to the American Embassy in Amman by Arab 
Legionnaires. Young Lovegren and his wife and 
the head nurse, Missionary Violet Popp, remained 
at Ajloun to keep the hospital in operation. 

As reported by the former China missionary, the 
account reads: “During the last week of our stay 
with our son and his wife, the mounting tension 
in Jordan was evidenced when a group of boys 
gathered outside the hospital, about a mile out 
of Ajloun, and threw stones at it but caused no 
serious damage. 
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“A few days later, a mob of rioters from the 
near-by town of Suf attacked the Baptist school 
and a Quaker agricultural development project in 
Dibbin, and the next day they descended upon 
Ajloun where they were joined by local Commu- 
nists and members of the Moslem Brotherhood. 

“On their way out to the hospital from the vil- 
lage, they invaded the Baptist mission school, rip- 
ping out and burning its desks and other equip- 
ment.” 

Five policemen came to the hospital to guard 
the nine buildings in and adjacent to the hospital 
compound, and attempted to talk the mob out of 
violence. The rioters began tossing stones, and 
then attacked the two buildings across the road 
from the hospital. The entire stock of penicillin 
and streptomycin were destroyed, and many of 
the hospital staff lost everything except the clothes 
they were wearing. 

“The destruction was thorough and deliberate,” 
according to Dr. Levi Lovegren, “but no serious 
attempt to harm any persons was evident.” Police 
reinforcements arrived about noon, putting an end 
to the rioting, and order was restored by 7 P.M. 
when a large contingent of troops arrived. 


Australasia 


President of New Zealand Baptists Gone 


The Rev. P. F. Lanyon, member of the BWA 
Executive Committee 1950-55, was a minister of 
Christ in Australia, India, and New Zealard. He 
went to India in 1916, serving first at Comilla, 
later at Mymensingh. Still later he worked at 
Birisiri. In 1933, due to his wife’s failing health, 
he retired from foreign missions, and accepted a 
pastorate in Brisbane. Later he served at Coburg 
in Melbourne. 

Then Mr. Lanyon was called to the secretary- 
ship of the New Zealand Baptist Union, a position 
which included the work of treasurer and of secre- 
tary of the Foreign Mission Society. He held this 
ofice for sixteen years. 

Poor health prevented Mr. Lanyon from attend- 
ing the Jubilee Congress in London, in which he 
had hoped to participate as a member of the 
Executive Committee, but he did preside over the 
annual assembly of the New Zealand Baptists. 

At a meeting in one of the churches a short 
time later, he was stricken and in a few days 
passed away. He is survived by Mrs. Lanyon, one 
son and one daughter. The Rev. L. A. North 
succeeded him on the BWA Committee. 


Dr. C. J. Tinsley of Australia, who presided at 
the seventh BWA Congress, Copenhagen, 1947, 
observed his 80th birthday in January. He was a 
BWA vice-president from 1939 to 1947. Dr. and 
Mrs. Tinsley live at Homebush, New South Wales. 
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Europe 


German Seminary Seventy-Five Years Old 


German Baptists celebrated the 75th anniver- 
sary of their national seminary at Hamburg-Horn 
in December. The Baptist Federation of Germany 
includes 530 parishes and about 100,000 members, 
one-third of whom are in the Soviet zone. They 
support several deaconesses’ homes and youth hos- 
tels, a Bible school and a publishing house. The 
Federation shares in foreign mission service in 
Africa. 





Meet a BWA Vice-President 


Mrs. J. Edgar Bates, 
dean of women of Mc- 
Master University, Ham- 
ilton, Ontario, Canada, 
since 1947, is the only 
Canadian member of the 
Administrative Committee 
of the Alliance and presi- 
dent of the North Ameri- 
can Baptist Women’s 
Union. She was born in 
India of Baptist mission- 
ary parents. Educated in 
Canada, she was gradu- 
ated with an honors degree in Modern History 
from McMaster University, and from Toronto 
General Hospital as a registered nurse. She 
has done postgraduate work at McGill. During 
World War II she gave refresher courses for 
nurses at the Toronto hospital and is a special 
lecturer in Home Nursing at McMaster. She 
married the Ontario Provincial Pathologist and 
lecturer in Pathology at the University of Toronto, 
now deceased. Mrs. Bates has two daughters. 

Both the Southern Baptist Convention at Kansas 
City, Missouri, and the American Baptist Con- 
vention at Seattle, Washington, will have Mrs. 
Bates as guest speaker. 








“Do Not Forget the 150,000 Romanians” 


With this plea the Rev. Georg Schuster of Han- 
over, Germany, concludes an article entitled “Bap- 
tists in Southeast Europe” in a January issue ‘of 
The Maritime Baptist. He expressed the concern 
of a small group of leading brethren from Ro- 
mania who met for three days last March in Peine 
(Hanover) to discuss better care of the scattered 
members and contact with their home communi- 
ties since the war. A large proportion of the 
former German Baptists from Romania now live 
in Germany, he states. A periodical entitled 
Botondienst serves as a means of communication 





between them, and once each year they hold a 
conference. 

Mr. Schuster traces the history of the Baptists 
of the Balkan state from the rebuilding of Ham- 


burg after the Great Fire of 1842. Workmen 


from Eastern and Southeastern territories came in 
touch with the Baptist witness led by Oncken, 
and returned home as missionaries to their own 
people, enthusiastic to share “the new message 
of a gospel of the Saviour of sinners.” Small 
churches meeting in people’s homes began to 
spring up. Colporters traveled from village to 
village with Bibles and Scripture portions, and 
the cottage prayer meetings they conducted at- 
tracted not only Germans but other residents of 
the country. 

The new Gospel songs were especially pleasing 
to the Romanians, and became an important evan- 
gelistic medium. Multi-lingual services were soon 
in vogue, with the people singing and praying 
aloud in their mother tongues. The new Baptist 
movement developed rapidly under the Austro- 
Hungarian Hapsburg monarchy. Budapest be- 
came a center of missionary work, from which 
preachers were sent to all the surrounding vil- 
lages to preach, baptize and teach. The leader 
at this time, H. Mayer, was able to defend the 
rights of this new sect so effectively, according 
to Mr. Schuster, that he won the respect of the 
authorities, and concessions were made for it. 

World War I cut this area of Baptist churches 
off from the source of their literature, Kassel, 
Germany, publishing house. This unifying influ- 
ence gone, the Baptists of the Balkans began to 
organize along national lines. At the end of the 
war, the Baptists of the Southern Convention, 
U.S.A., came into southern Europe to sponsor 
the churches. The German Conference of Forest 
Park, Illinois, also extended help to their Euro- 
pean brethren. The fires of evangelism were 
fanned, and from the first great war until 1947, 
the date of the last census, the membership in- 
creased from 25,000 to 120,000, with some evi- 
dence that the total reached 150,000, in a total 
population of 14 million. 

Mr. Schuster relates that during this time, the 
Metropolitan of the Orthodox Church of Romania 
encountered a delegation of Baptists in the king’s 
anteroom. This caused him to complain to the 
king. “Our churches are getting empty,” he said, 
“and everybody is running to these Baptists.” 

King Charles II only replied: “Then see that 
your priests give better sermons than the Baptists 
and the people will come back.” 

Disaster struck in 1941. On December 30, un- 
der Hitler’s orders, all were subjected to simul- 
taneous search by the state police, and all free 
churches and sects were forbidden to exist. Their 
funds were seized, the houses of worship sealed, 
and lists of members had to be handed over to 
the authorities. Then deportation was ordered 


and families were separated. In 1944 when the 
Russians came in, the Baptists were immediately 
given their freedom, a new beginning was made 
the seminary reopened, and the churches took 
new life. But in 1945 all able-bodied person; 
were committed to five years’ work in Russia 
Those who survived were allowed to return home. 
During 1940-43 Hitler had drafted men of mili. 
tary age into the German army. After the war 
they were not allowed to return to their homes, 
and their wives and children were not permitted 
to join them in Germany. 

“Our brethren have not lost their strong faith” 
declares Mr. Schuster. “Trouble has only 
strengthened it.” 


North America 


American Baptists Appoint Negroes to Staff 


For the first time in their history, the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Societies have appointed 
a Negro for the home office staff, and a Negro 
couple for the overseas staff. 

The Rev. Charles Boddie, D.D., pastor of the 
Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, Rochester, New York, 
became associate secretary in the Missionary Per. 
sonnel Department January 1. He is author of 4 
Giant of the Earth, based on the life of his father, 
for many years pastor of the Bethesda Baptist 
Church, New Rochelle, N. Y. He has also written 
“The Basis of the Negro Spiritual,” a thesis on 
Negro-American philosophy. He is one of eleven 
children, a graduate of Syracuse (N.Y.) Univer 
sity, Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, and the 
University of Rochester. Keuka College in New 
York state conferred upon him the _ honorary 
doctor’s degree. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton A. Combs of St. Paul, 
Minnesota, the first Negro-Americans appointed 
as foreign missionaries by the Societies, are des- 
tined for Burma. They have three small children. 


Latin-American Secretary Frank K. Means of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board left 
the U.S.A. January 26 for a three-months’ tour 
of his area. He will visit Mexico, Honduras, Costa 
Rica, Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, South 
Brazil, and Argentina, and attend a conference in 
Rio de Janeiro of representatives from all the 13 
republics and two British colonies in which South: 
ern Baptist missionaries work. 


Metropolitan Missions Mobilization among the 
Baptists of greater New York City in mid-January 
gave 40 missionaries the opportunity for 96 speak- 
ing engagements in four days. At a dinner dur- 
ing the week end the American Baptist Home 
and Foreign Mission Societies met together for 
the first time. 








Chapel Opened by and for Handicapped 





Because handicapped persons often feel shy, 
conspicuous, and uncomfortable in church, a 
chapel has been organized in Fort Worth, Texas, 
for the “halt, lame, and blind.” The Rev. Carl 
4. Clark, a student at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, stands on crutches to 
preach. The song leader remains seated in a 
wheelchair. Two able-bodied ushers carry a man 
to his seat before the service begins. 

The Crusaders Chapel is the idea of Ronald 
Ballard, former University of Houston basket- 
ball player, injured in an automobile accident 
three years ago. Paralyzed from the neck down, 
he did not go to church, and he realized that 
many others like him might attend services if they 
could have a church all their own. 

The chapel is nondenominational, but it is being 
sponsored by Sagamore Hill Baptist Church and 
the Tarrant Baptist Association of Fort Worth. 





















Seminary Sponsors Laymen’s Institute 


Business and professional men from all parts 
of the United States and from Canada, represent- 
ing different denominations, participated in a con- 
ference held at Louisville, Kentucky, in January, 
under the auspices of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. The president of the American Bap- 
tist Convention, Frank A. Nelson, of Racine, Wis- 
consin; L. Howard Jenkins of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, president of the Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board; Governor Frank Clement of Tennessee, 
Methodist layman; Dr. Ralph Overman of Oak 
Ridge, Tenn., Institute of Nuclear Studies; Howard 
E. Butt, Jr., Texas businessman; O. K. Arm- 
strong, staff writer for the Reader’s Digest and 
former United States Congressman from Missouri; 
Horace E. Hull of Memphis, Tennessee, Ford-car 
distributor and Presbyterian layman; and Ben 
Wooten, Texas banker were among those present. 

Dr. Duke K. McCall, Seminary president, in 
calling the conference, said: “We have all come 
to recognize that the effectiveness of Christian 
witness ultimately will be determined by the lead- 
ership of laymen in the churches and their partic- 
ipation on the front line of Christian testimony.” 

At the conference Dr. McCall declared that 
“Christianity is not an antidote for Communism 
but an antidote for sin. We must remember that 
we are ambassadors of Christ, not diplomats. Our 
message is not sociology but salvation, not re- 
form but redemption, not culture but conversion.” 

It is hoped that another laymen’s institute will 
be held in 1957. 































A 12-day Crusade for Christ was conducted in 
Boston in January by lay evangelist Howard E. 
Butt, Jr., the 28-year-old Texas grocery chain head 
who devotes half of each year to preaching. More 
than 30,000 persons attended his meetings. 


BWA President Theodore F. Adams is sched- 
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uled to visit some parts of the West Indies for two 
weeks in April. 


Students Provide Leader for Negro School 


Texas Southern University, a Negro state in- 
stitution at Houston, has a ministry of Bible 
instruction and student Christian leadership this 
year, courtesy the Baptist Student Union (white 
Baptists) of the city. The director is William 
A. Lawson, Jr., 27-year-old Negro-American of 
St. Louis, with A.B., B.D., and Th.M. degrees. 
Mr. Lawson has a wife and baby daughter. He 
is in charge of the Baptist student center located 
at the edge of university property, and teaches 
Bible courses which are outlined in co-operation 
with the administration, and which give students 
full college credit for their work. 

This university has 3,000 students, of whom at 
least 2,000 are Baptists. The second largest re- 
ligious group is that of the Methodists, numbering 
250. 


Two Baptist women leaders of Scandinavia will 
visit the United States at the invitation of the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society. Mrs. 
Thora Toong of Sweden is to come in 1956 and 
Mrs. Rachel Iversen of Norway in 1957. 


“Impressing gangs,” a group of young men 
from the congregation, are being sent into the 
streets of Los Angeles each Sunday morning to 
invite military servicemen to Temple Baptist 
Church. Those who accept are entertained in the 
homes of church members after morning services, 
and brought back to the young people’s meeting 
in the afternoon. 


Stewardship and church finance programs for 
Baptist churches in Alaska, Hawaii, and the Far 
East is the object of a six-weeks’ tour to be made 
this year by Merrill D. Moore, director of promo- 
tion for the Southern (U.S.A.) Baptist Executive 
Committee, Nashville, Tennessee. The tour will 
also help him prepare for the promotion of “World 
Missions Year” in the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, beginning in October, 1956. 


THE BAPTIST WORLD 


| hereby subscribe for the new and improved 
publication (combining THE BAPTIST WORLD and 
the BWA Youth News) inaugurated January 1, 
1956. 


Check one: 
[] Enclosed please find $1.00. 


[] | shall send the London office, 4 South- 
ampton Row, W.C. 1, my subscription fee 
of 3/6. 


Te ee ee Ie RO Oe: eT 













“Qn-the-spot” tape recordings of lectures made 
by Professor H. C. Goerner and Professor W. H. 
Morton of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky, on last summer’s mission tour 
of Europe, the Near East, and Egypt are avail- 
able from one member of the Baptist party. For 
information, write the Rev. Wayne Dehoney, 1900 
43rd Street, West, Birmingham 8, Alabama. 


May 17 will be a national day of prayer and 
repentance among the members of the National 
Baptist (Negro) Convention, U.S.A., Inc., as a 
result of the vote at its January meeting. On 
that date the U.S. Supreme Court is scheduled 
to render its final decision on segregation in the 
public schools. 


The American Baptist Convention’s General 
Council meeting in Chicago in January voted to 
recommend to the Convention in session in Seattle 
next June a reorganization of the Convention. The 
plan calls for a Council on Program Coordina- 
tion, and places under the General Council and the 
general secretary the supervision and administra- 
tion-of Convention councils and committees. 


The new Memphis (Tennessee) Baptist Me- 
morial Hospital consisting of two buildings claims 
to be the largest Baptist hospital in the world 
and the biggest Baptist institution exclusive of 
the three units of Baylor University at Waco, 
Houston, and Dallas, Texas. It also claims to 
be the largest nongovernmental hospital in the 
South, U.S.A. The plant is valued at $14,150,000 
but cannot be replaced at today’s costs for less 
than $20,000,000. 


International Weekend at William Jewell Col- 
lege, near Kansas City, Missouri, with the foreign 
students from Kirksville, the University of Kansas, 
and William Jewell, included a visit with former 
President Harry S. Truman, a Baptist, in his 
office in the Federal Building of Kansas City. 
About twenty-four students from six nations were 
guests of the Baptist college. 





x 
> Monthly bulletin of the Baptist 
SS World Alliance published ten times a 
year at 1628 Sixteenth Street N. W., 
Washington 9, D. C., U.S.A. Subscription: 
$1.00 a year from the Washington office; 3 shil- 
lings 6 pence from the London office, 4 Southamp- 
ton Row, London, W.C. 1, England. Editorial 
staff: Arnold T. Ohrn, General Secretary; Robert 
S. Denny, Associate Secretary in Charge of Youth 
Work; Marjorie Moore Armstrong, Editorial 
Assistant. 
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Recordings of the Jubilee Congress are ayajj! 
able from the Southern Baptist Convention’s Radiy 
and Television Commission, 6248 Camp Bowie 
Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas. Any part of the 
program may be ordered at $4 per 1200-foot reel 
These recordings are available half-tract only, 
Recorded at 714”, single tract, this provides ald 
minutes of recorded time. A double-tract, 7” re. 
cording, provides one hour and double-tract, 3%,’ 
recording, allows two hours on this reel. Directo; 
Paul M. Stevens states that a long-playing recorj 
consisting of the highlights of the Congress js 
being made in London. Ou 


’ 


Bandu, Belgian Congo, has a school for women, “ 
When the BMS (British) missionaries launched Al 
it in response to general demand, they though je 
sewing and knitting were the preferred courses the 
To their surprise 40 women students asked ty 
be taught to read, and 20 more wanted to learn 
writing and arithmetic. 
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Southern Baptists set a new record in giving 
last year. Direct contributions to the Convention's 
various causes totaled $18,240,455, of which 56) ™ 
per cent went to its Foreign Mission Board. The} °Y 
Home Mission Board received $3,172,714 and the} ™ 
Convention’s five seminaries received $2,943,226 lic 
Total contributions through the churches, dis 
bursed for local and state needs, probably ex.) wi 
ceeded $300,000,000. tis 
is 
The Archbishop of Manila has warned Roman) th 
Catholics not to attend the Billy Graham mass 
rallies scheduled for February 12 and 13 in the) th 
city’s stadium. “They may be led to the wrong) tj 
interpretation of the truth and toward undue glori-| 4 
fication of persons,” he said. bth 


Oklahoma Baptist University at Shawnee will | a 
admit Negro students beginning with the next| ‘ig 
semester. The Trustees in voting for this policy 
acted, according to the chairman, Dr. H. H. Hobbs, 
from a “sense of obligation to the Baptists of Okla- 


homa and to the cause of Christian education.” 












Baptist Foundations (state organizations in the 
U.S.A. which receive their funds from adminis- 
tering trusts, wills, annuities, and bequests for the 
benefit of Baptist work) have paid out more than 
$914 million to schools and agencies operated by 
the Southern Baptist Convention and state con: | 
ventions since the first one was created in 1919. | 
Eighteen states have a Baptist Foundation. 










Prisoners at the state reformatory at El Reno, 
Oklahoma, made a gift of $377.50 to the Baptist 
Boys Ranch Town in the state, at Christmas. The 
idea began with 31 inmates of the prison who 
had taken a course in human relations under the 
direction of C. I. Blackwood, a Baptist layman. 










d 
1 






